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Te a ch e r s  h ave  a l way s  b e e n  a s ke d  t o  we a r
many hats ,  s imultaneously  act ing as  instructors ,
c o u n s e l o r s ,  m e n t o r s ,  a n d  f r i e n d s.   C o u p l e
this with the fact that in many states, standardized
t e s t s  a r e  d r i v i n g  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m .   A s  a  r e s u l t ,
t e a c h e r s  a r e  u n d e r  m o r e  p r e s s u r e  t h a n  e v e r
t o  p r o d u c e  q u a n t i f i a b l e  r e s u l t s .   H ow,  t h e n ,
a m o n g  a l l  o f  t h e  o t h e r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  p l a c e d
upon  c l a s s room teacher s  can  they  be  expec ted
t o  i m p r ove  w r i t i n g ,  i n c o r p o r a t e  t e ch n o l o g y,
a n d  m a k e  m u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m  a  f o c u s  o f  t h e i r
p e d a g o g y ?   W h i l e  mu ch  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n
c o n d u c t e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e a c h  o f  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  l i t t l e
h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h ow,  i n
a  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  e f f e c t i ve  way,  t e a ch e r s  c a n
weave wri t ing,  technolog y,  and mult icul tura l ism
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  c u r r i c u l u m .   T h e  p r o j e c t
d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  i l l u s t r a t e s  h o w  a l l  o f  t h e s e
i t ems  c an  be  add r e s s ed  by  u s i ng  a  v e r y  s imp l e
p r e m i s e  a n d  a  ve r y  e a s y  t e ch n o l o g y.

Wr i t i n g  A s s e s s m e n t :  C r e a t i n g  a  C o m m o n
L a n g u a g e

At Western Washington University in Bellingham,
Washington,  s tudents  enro l led  in  the  Woodr ing
C o l l e g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  a
course entitled “Developmental Reading, Writing
a n d  L e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l . ”   I n
t h i s  c o u r s e ,  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  c o n t e n t  a r e a s
l e a r n  tha t  e v e r y  t e a che r  i s  a  t e a che r  o f  r e ad ing
a n d  w r i t i n g.   O n e  o f  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e s  o f
t h e  c o u r s e  i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h o w  t o  r e s p o n d
t o  s t u d e n t  w r i t i n g.   Fo r t u n a t e l y,  t e a ch e r s  i n
Wa s h i n g t o n  S t a t e  u s e  a  r u b r i c  d e ve l o p e d  by
Nor thwes t  Re g iona l  Educa t i ona l  Labo r a to r y.
T h e  t e a c h e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  r u b r i c

w a n t e d  a  f r a m e w o r k  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d
n o t  o n l y  a s s e s s  s t u d e n t  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  t e a c h  i t
as  wel l—to use assessment to guide instruct ion.
After hundreds of student essays were examined,
p a t t e r n s  o f  w h a t  m a d e  a  p i e c e  o f  w r i t i n g
“ g o o d ”  b e g a n  t o  e m e r g e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h o s e
p a t t e r n s ,  s i x  “ t r a i t s ”  w e r e  d i s t i l l e d .   T h o s e
t r a i t s  c o n s i s t  o f :

 I d e a s / C o n t e n t  ( d e t a i l s ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,
f o c u s )

 O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e )

 Voice ( tone,  s ty le ,  purpose,  and audience)

 Word Choice (precise language and phrasing)

 S e n t e n c e  F l u e n c y  ( c o r r e c t n e s s ,  r h y t h m
a n d  c a d e n c e )

 C o n v e n t i o n s  ( m e c h a n i c a l  c o r r e c t n e s s )

O n c e  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s
b e c o m e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  “ S i x - Tr a i t ”  m o d e l
of  assessment ,  i t  i s  t ime to  put  the i r  knowledge
t o  a  p r a c t i c a l  u s e .   I t ’s  o n e  t h i n g  t o  l e a r n
a b o u t  t h e s e  t r a i t s ,  a n d  t o  e v e n  h a v e  t h e m
a p p l i e d  t o  y o u r  o w n  w o r k ,  b u t  t h e  l e a r n i n g
c o m e s  i n  t h e  a p p l y i n g  i t  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f
a c t u a l  s e c o n d a r y  s t u d e n t s .   T h a t ’s  w h e r e  t h e
k i d s  f r o m  A l a s k a  c o m e  i n .

Using  Tec hno log y  to  Br idge  Cul tura l  Gaps

E - m a i l  t e ch n o l o g y  i s  n o t h i n g  n e w.   I n
f ac t ,  fo r  many  s tuden t s  o f  a l l  a ge s ,  i t  i s  s imp ly
t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y  “ d o ”  a s
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p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d a i l y  r o u t i n e .   H ow,  t h e n ,  c o u l d
t h e y  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  a  t e ch n o l o g y  t h a t
they take for  granted and turn i t  into a  powerful
l e a r n i n g  t o o l ?   B e c a u s e  A l a s k a  i s  a  s t a t e  t h a t
also uses the Six-Trait model of  writing assessment,
i t  wa s  dec ided  tha t  an  exchange  w i th  s tuden t s
l iv ing there  might  be  benef ic ia l—on two leve ls.
O n  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l ,  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e  a  w o r k i n g
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  S i x - Tr a i t s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e
wo u l d  b e  g o o d  “ p r a c t i c e ”  f o r  t h e  p r e - s e r v i c e
u n ive r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .   O n  t h e  s e c o n d  l e ve l ,
t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t s  w a s  v e r y
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  c u l t u r e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
s tuden t s ,  and  tha t  was  in t r i gu ing  to  eve ryone .

Whi l e  a t t end ing  a  confe rence  seve ra l  yea r s
ago, the author was introduced to an administrator
f r o m  t h e  L o w e r  K u s k o k w i m  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t
i n  B e t h e l ,  A l a s k a .   I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e
b e n e f i t s  o f  l i n k i n g  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s
w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,
and so the university students were electronically
“introduced” to Tununak,  a  smal l  f ishing vi l lage
located along the Bering Sea, 519 miles northwest
o f  A n c h o r a g e .   A c c o r d i n g  t o  2 0 0 0  C e n s u s
d a t a ,  Tu nu n a k  h a s  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 2 5 .   O f
tha t ,  97% a r e  Na t i v e  Amer i c an .   A  t r ad i t i ona l
Yu p ’ i k  E s k i m o  v i l l a g e ,  m a n y  r e s i d e n t s  s p e a k
b o t h  t h e  Yu p ’ i k  l a n g u a g e  a s  we l l  a s  E n g l i s h .
T h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t
is the only school in the village, housing approximately
1 0 0  s t u d e n t s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  p r e - K  t h r o u g h
g r a d e  1 2 .   T h e  s t u d e n t s  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h i s
p r o j e c t  r a n g e d  f r o m  g r a d e  6  t o  g r a d e  1 0 .

T h e  P r o j e c t

T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  w a s  m a k i n g
s u r e  t h a t  e ve r yo n e  h a d  a  p a r t n e r.   S i n c e  t h e r e
w e r e  t w i c e  a s  m a n y  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  a s
A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t s ,  e a c h  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t  g o t
two  un ive r s i t y  pa r tne r s.   T hen ,  a f t e r  an  in i t i a l
e xc h a n g e  o f  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  ( f avo r i t e
b o o k s,  m ov i e s ,  s o n g s ,  f a m i l y  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
e t c . ) ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  Tu nu n a k  s e n t  t h e
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  s a m p l e s  o f  t h e i r  w r i t i n g
v i a  e - m a i l .   T h e  a t t a c h m e n t s  w e r e  s e n t  a s
Microsoft Word documents so that the university
students could make their comments electronically

u s i n g  e i t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r e d  f o n t ,  o r  b y
u s i n g  t h e  “ I n s e r t ,  C o m m e n t ”  f e a t u r e .   T h e
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  t o l d  t o  c o m m e n t
o n  o n l y  t w o  t r a i t s  a t  a  t i m e  s o  a s  n o t  t o
overwhelm their Alaskan partners.  The university
s tudents  were  then  asked  to  send the  correc ted
p a p e r s  b a c k ,  c o p y i n g  i n  t h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r  s o
c l a s s  t i m e  c o u l d  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s /
pract ical i t ies of  combining Six-Trait  assessment
a n d  t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  d o m a i n .

Re s p o n s e  t o  Wr i t i n g :  L e a r n i n g  b y  D o i n g

As the  un ivers i t y  s tudents  qu ick ly  rea l i zed ,
m a k i n g  c o h e r e n t ,  s p e c i f i c  c o m m e n t s  t o  h e l p
students improve their writing is tricky, especially
w h e n  i t  i s  d o n e  f r o m  s o  f a r  a w a y !   H a v i n g
t h e  S i x - Tr a i t  r u b r i c  n e a r by,  h owe ve r ,  wa s
helpful .   One student had this  to say in response
t o  h i s  p a r t n e r ’s  wo r k :

I  r e a l l y  e n j oy e d  r e a d i n g  yo u r  p a p e r .   Yo u
a r e  v e r y  g i f t e d  a t  d r a w i n g  t h e  r e a d e r  i n t o
yo u r  s t o r y.   I  l i ke d  h ow  yo u  s t a r t e d  w i t h
a n  e x a m p l e  o f  b e i n g  3 0  y e a r s  o l d  a n d
not  having a  job…Your voice  i s  ver y  s t rong!
S e n t e n c e s  l i ke ,  “ Yo u ’d  b e  s i t t i n g  o u t  i n
t h e  s t r e e t s ! ”  w o k e  m e  u p  a n d  m a d e  m e
r e a d  m o r e  c l o s e l y.

I n  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  A l a s k a n  s t u d e n t
w r o t e  a  p a p e r  d e s c r i b i n g  s n ow m o b i l e s.   H i s
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  m a k e s  o n e  s n o w m o b i l e
b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  t h a n  a n o t h e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  f e l l
short .  In response,  his  univers i ty  partner  wrote :

H o w  a r e  [ t h e  o t h e r  s n o w m o b i l e s ]  b e t t e r
look ing?   I t  i s  a lways  good to  p lace  yourse l f
o u t s i d e  o f  w h a t  yo u ’r e  w r i t i n g  a n d  a c t
l i k e  y o u  h a v e  n o  i d e a  w h a t  y o u  w r i t i n g
a b o u t .   C a n  y o u  g e t  a  v i s u a l  p i c t u r e  o f
w h a t  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  s a y ?   T h i s  w i l l
h e l p  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  r e a l l y  g e t  a  g r a s p  o f
t h e  i d e a s  y o u  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e .

As you can see, the responses of the university
students went far beyond the typical “good” or
“nice” that many students receive on their papers.
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Ref l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  P r o j e c t :  B e c o m i n g  a
“ Re a l ”  Te a c h e r

W h e n  t h e  p r o j e c t  c a m e  t o  a n  e n d ,  t h e
u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  r e s p o n d
t o  t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t .   O v e r w h e l m i n g ,  t h e y
r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  b e n e f i c i a l ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e
S i x - Tr a i t  m o d e l  o f  w r i t i n g  a s s e s s m e n t  m a d e
their jobs much easier.   One student commented,
“ T h e  S i x - Tr a i t  m o d e l  m a d e  my  j o b  e a s i e r
b e c a u s e  i t  g a v e  m e  s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  t o  f o c u s
m y  c o m m e n t s  o n . ”   B u t  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y
than  mak ing  qua l i t y  comment s ,  the  un ive r s i t y
s t u d e n t s  l i k e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  g o t  t o  w o r k
with “actual” secondary students.  “[This project]
m a d e  m e  f e e l  r e a l l y  g o o d ,  b e c a u s e  I  w i l l
h a v e  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  m y  o w n  s t u d e n t s ’  w r i t i n g
someday, and it gave me some practical experience.”
A  f u t u r e  g e o g r a p h y  s t u d e n t  s a w  t h e  o b v i o u s
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  a  s i m i l a r  p r o j e c t
in  he r  c l a s s room:  “We  cou ld  e xchang e  wr i t i ng
f r o m  s p e c i f i c  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s  t h a t  w e
are studying.”  A science teacher ag reed,  stat ing,
“ O h  y e a h !   We  c o u l d  d o  l a b s  s i mu l t a n e o u s l y
w i t h  o t h e r  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s  a n d  s e n d  r e p o r t s
b a c k  a n d  f o r t h . ”   M a n y  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y
s tudent s  apprec i a t ed  to  in te rac t  w i th  a  cu l tu re
s o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n .   “ [ T h e  p r o j e c t ]
w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  c o o l  b e c a u s e  t h e  k i d s  w e r e
f r o m  A l a s k a — c o m i n g  f r o m  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t
e n v i r o n m e n t / l i f e s t y l e .   I t  w o u l d  b e  c o o l ,
t o o,  i f  yo u  g o t  i n  t o u ch  w i t h  a  c l a s s  f r o m  a
d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r y  f a r  away,  l i ke  I r a q .”   T h e
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  l i t e r a l l y  e n d l e s s .

C l e a r l y,  t h e  u n ive r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  s aw  t h e
b e n e f i t s  o f  c o m b i n i n g  w r i t i n g ,  t e ch n o l o g y
a n d  mu l t i c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t ive s.   T h e r e  wa s  a
s t rong  sense  of  pr ide  and  co l l abora t ion  among
t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s  d e a l i n g
with wri t ing assessment were far  more animated
than  they  wou ld  have  been  w i thout  the  benef i t
o f  s u ch  a  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .   S o,  w h i l e  t e a ch e r s
a r e  a s k e d  t o  w e a r  m a n y  h a t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
d ay,  t h i s  h a t  a c t u a l l y  f i t s .


