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O h i o  m i d d l e  l e v e l  e d u c a t o r s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e
K-12  a rena  and  in  h igher  educa t ion ,  a re  f ac ing
several  serious chal lenges that have the potential
t o  h a v e  a  m a j o r  i m p a c t  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e
m i d d l e .   T h e  o n e  i s s u e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  i s  s t i l l
i n  p r o c e s s  s o  n o  d e f i n i t i v e  s o l u t i o n  c a n  b e
o f f e r e d .   T h e  i s s u e  m i g h t  b e  u n i q u e  t o  O h i o.
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  a  s i m i l a r  i s s u e
h a s  a r i s e n  o r  m a y  y e t  a r i s e  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a s
we l l .   Be ing  fo rewarned  may  we l l  a l l ow  o the r s
t o  avo i d  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s.   T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s
p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  f o r  t h a t  p u r p o s e .

I t  w i l l  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  b e g i n  w i t h  a  b i t  o f
b a ck g r o u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e
not familiar with the nuances of teacher education
i n  O h i o.   I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 9 0 s ,  O h i o  l e g i s l a t o r s
d i r e c t e d  t h e  O h i o  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n
( O D E )  t o  o v e r h a u l  t h e  t e a c h e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
process  comple te l y.   Th i s  r e su l t ed  in  chang ing
teacher  cert i f icat ion to teacher  l icensure .   Ohio
moved  f rom a  two - t i e r ed  c e r t i f i c a t i on  s y s t em
( K - 8  e l e m e n t a r y  a n d  7 - 1 2  s e c o n d a r y )  t o  a
three-tiered licensure system.  Under the certification
s y s t e m ,  a l l  e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r s  n e e d e d  a  2 0 -
h r .  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  o n e  s u b j e c t .   T h e y  c o u l d
then  teach  any  sub jec t ,  g rades  K-8 .   Secondary
t e a c h e r s  n e e d e d  a  f u l l  c o l l e g e  m a j o r  i n  t h e i r
s u b j e c t  a r e a .

T h e  n e w  l i c e n s u r e  s y s t e m  i n c l u d e s  e a r l y
c h i l d h o o d  ( P - 3 ) ,  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  ( 4 - 9 )  a n d
a d o l e s c e n t  t o  y o u n g  a d u l t ,  c o m m o n l y  c a l l e d
AYA (7-12) .   AYA i s  a  typ ica l  secondar y  l i cense
tha t  r equ i re s  a  sub jec t  ma jor.   Ear l y  ch i ldhood
c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n  l i t e r a c y  a s  w e l l  a s  s p e c i f i c
c o u r s e s  o n  h o w  t o  t e a c h  t h e  c o r e  a c a d e m i c
subject areas in the context of the early childhood
c l a s s r o o m .   T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o  a c a d e m i c
concen t r a t ion  fo r  the  ea r l y  ch i ldhood  l i c ense .

T he  b i g g e s t  chang e  happened  w i th  the  m idd l e
childhood license.  ODE was specifically directed
t o  c r e a t e  a  l i c e n s e  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s
f r o m  g r a d e  4  t h r o u g h  g r a d e  9  w o u l d  h a v e
a t  l e a s t  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t w o  o f  t h e  c o r e
sub j ec t  a r e a s.   T he  l eg i s l a tu r e  wan ted  to  make
s u r e  t h a t  f o u r t h  t h r o u g h  s i x  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s
were  rece iv ing  h igh-qua l i ty  ins t ruct ion in  math
and  s c i ence  f rom t e a che r s  w i th  ex t r a  t r a i n i ng
in those subject  areas.  Therefore,  ODE requires
a l l  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  l i c e n s u r e  c a n d i d a t e s  t o
t a k e  2 4  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  o f  c r e d i t  i n  t w o  o f
t h e  f o u r  c o r e  a c a d e m i c  s u b j e c t  a r e a s .   I n
most  inst i tut ions ,  those 24 hours  do not  qual i fy
as  an  off ic ia l  minor  on the  s tudent ’s  t ranscr ipt .
H o w e v e r ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  m i d d l e
ch i l dhood  educa t i on  ma jo r s  i n  Oh io  g r adua t e
w i t h  a  m a j o r  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a  m i n o r  i n
two  o f  t he  co r e  a c ademic  con t en t  a r e a s .   T h i s
change  wen t  i n to  e f f e c t  fo r  anyone  beg inn ing
a  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  f a l l  1 9 9 8  s o
t h e  f i r s t  w a v e  o f  g r a d u a t e s  w i t h  t h e  m i d d l e
c h i l d h o o d  l i c e n s e  w e r e  g r a d u a t e d  i n  2 0 0 2 .

Beginning teachers with the middle childhood
license have been very well received by principals
a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .   S i n c e
they have spec i f ica l ly  chosen to teach in  middle
g r a d e s ,  a n d  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  h a d  a  t e a c h e r
educat ion program spec i f i ca l l y  ta i lored  toward
m e e t i n g  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e ,
these  beg inn ing  t eacher s  can  s t ep  in  and  t each
i n  m i d d l e  g r a d e s  m u c h  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a n
an e lementary  or  a  secondary  t ra ined beg inning
teacher  who got  “s tuck”  teach ing  in  the  middle
s c h o o l .   I n  t r a d i t i o n a l  j u n i o r  h i g h  s c h o o l s
tha t  a re  depar tmenta l i zed  or  in  midd le  schoo ls
t h a t  e m p l o y  t e a m i n g ,  t h e s e  n e w l y  l i c e n s e d
m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  t e a c h e r s  f i t  n i c e l y  i n t o  t h e
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current system and do an excellent job.  However,
p rob l ems  have  a r i s en  i n  e l emen t a r y  bu i l d i ng s
w h e r e  g r a d e s  4 - 5  o r  4 - 6  a r e  s t i l l  h o u s e d  i n
s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  c l a s s r o o m s.   P r i n c i p a l s  h ave
been reluctant to hire someone for these classrooms
w h o  c a n  o n l y  t e a c h  t w o  o f  t h e  f o u r  a c a d e m i c
s u b j e c t s .   I n  l a r g e r  s ch o o l s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e
t w o  o r  m o r e  c l a s s e s  a t  e a c h  g r a d e  l e v e l ,  i t  i s
no t  qu i t e  a s  s e r ious.   In  sma l l e r  s choo l s  where
t h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  r o o m  f o r  e a c h  g r a d e  l e v e l ,
the  new middle  chi ldhood l icensure  has  created
a  c o n f l i c t .

Wha t  c an  be  done?   ODE has  a l r e ady  made
one  mod i f i c a t i on  and  s eve r a l  o the r  p roposa l s
a r e  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d .   R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  a n y  k i n d
o f  t e a m i n g  o r  s w i t c h i n g  c l a s s e s  i s  d i f f i c u l t
i n  o n e  r o o m  p e r  g r a d e  s c h o o l s ,  O D E  c r e a t e d
a  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  g e n e r a l i s t  e n d o r s e m e n t
to add to the middle  chi ldhood l icense.   Teacher
educa t ion  depa r tmen t s  we re  a sked  to  deve lop
t wo  s p e c i f i c  3 - h r.  c o u r s e s  t h a t  c o ve r e d  t h e
c u r r i c u l u m  i n  g r a d e s  4 - 6  i n  e a c h  a c a d e m i c
sub j ec t  a r e a .   Any  m idd l e  ch i l dhood  l i c ensu re
c a n d i d a t e  w h o  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  e x t r a  h o u r s  i n
the non-concentration subject areas is authorized
t o  t e a c h  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t  i n  g r a d e s  4 -
6  o n l y.   Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  a  m i d d l e  ch i l d h o o d
c a n d i d a t e  w i t h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  m a t h  a n d
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  c a n  t e a c h  t h o s e  t w o  s u b j e c t s
i n  g r a d e s  4 - 9 .   H o w e v e r ,  i f  t h a t  c a n d i d a t e
t a k e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t w o  c o u r s e s  i n  s c i e n c e ,
h e / s h e  c a n  a l s o  t e a c h  s c i e n c e  i n  g r a d e s  4 - 6 .
I f  t h a t  s a m e  c a n d i d a t e  t a k e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l
two  cou r s e s  i n  l anguage  a r t s ,  h e/she  c an  then
t e a c h  a l l  c o r e  s u b j e c t s  i n  g r a d e s  4 - 6 .   T h e
w o r d s  “ s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  c l a s s r o o m ”  a r e  n o t
mentioned in the endorsement but the endorsement
a l l ows  s e l f - con t a i ned  c l a s s rooms  to  con t i nue
t h r o u g h  g r a d e  6 .

A m o n g  t h e  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  p r o f e s s o r s
i n  O h i o,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  m i xe d  r e a c t i o n  t o
the  midd le  ch i ldhood  genera l i s t  endorsement .
M i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  p u r i s t s  b e m o a n  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  i t  f l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a  b a s i c  t e n e t  o f
t h e  m i d d l e  s ch o o l  p h i l o s o p hy  —  t e a m i n g.
I t  a l l o w s  s c h o o l s  t o  k e e p  m i n i m i z i n g  s o m e
of  the  spec i f i c  needs  o f  the  young  ado l e scen t .
O t h e r s  t a k e  a  m o r e  p r a g m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o

t h e  i s s u e .   Ye s ,  i t  a l l ow s  s ch o o l s  t o  avo i d
t e a m i n g.   H owe ve r ,  t h e  m i d d l e  ch i l d h o o d
g e n e r a l i s t  e n d o r s e m e n t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  t o
c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  a r e  a l r e a d y  t r a i n e d  ( o r  i n
p r o c e s s  o f  b e i n g  t r a i n e d )  t o  t e a c h  m i d d l e
ch i ldhood g rades.   A candidate  wi th  the  middle
c h i l d h o o d  g e n e r a l i s t  i s  f i r s t ,  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,
a  m i d d l e  ch i l d h o o d  t r a i n e d  t e a ch e r .   H e /
s h e  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f u l l  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d
l i c e n s u r e  p r o g r a m  p l u s  a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r s  i n
the  two  non-concen t r a t i on  a r e a s.   T he  m id d l e
c h i l d h o o d  g e n e r a l i s t  i s  f a r  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d
t o  t e a c h  g r a d e s  4 - 6 ,  e v e n  i n  a  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d
setting, than any previous K-8 certified elementary
t e a che r.

There is talk about restructuring the l icensure
b a n d s  i n  O h i o  s o  t h e  g e n e r a l i s t  e n d o r s e m e n t
i s  no longer  necessar y.   Ear ly  ch i ldhood pur i s ts
d o  n o t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  b u t  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e
a t t e n t i o n  b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  e a r l y
ch i l dhood  l i c en s e  t o  P -4 .   Tha t  wou ld  expand
t h e  g r a d e s  t h e  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  c a n d i d a t e s
could teach and would also give overlap between
t h e  t w o  l i c e n s e s  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  n o w  e x i s t .   A
c o m p l i m e n t a r y  m o v e  w o u l d  b e  t o  l i m i t  t h e
h i g h  s ch o o l  ( AYA )  l i c e n s e  t o  g r a d e s  9 - 1 2
o n l y.   T h e r e  i s  s o m e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p r i n c i p a l s
a r e  a v o i d i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  t r a i n e d
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g r a d e  7 - 8  p o s i t i o n s  b e c a u s e
t h e y  a r e  s e e n  a s  “ l e s s  q u a l i f i e d ” .   T h a t  m i g h t
b e  t r u e  i f  a c a d e m i c s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  c r i t e r i a .
However, the middle childhood trained candidate
is  far  better  qual i f ied to meet the developmental
n e e d s  o f  t h e  7 t h  a n d  8 t h  g r a d e  s t u d e n t s  t h a n
i s  t h e  AYA  t r a i n e d  t e a ch e r .

O h i o  h a s  n o t  m a d e  a  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  o n
t h e  i s s u e .   L i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  K -
12 arena,  there is  seldom an answer that sat isf ies
a l l  p a r t i e s .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a s  t e a ch e r
e d u c a t i o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  g r a d u a t e
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d
m i d d l e  c h i l d h o o d  t e a c h e r s ,  p r i n c i p a l s  a n d
supe r in t enden t s  w i l l  r e a l i z e  t he  v a l ue  o f  such
t e a c h e r  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .
It  is  bel ieved that the middle chi ldhood prepared
teacher  wi l l  cont inue  to  prov ide  Ohio  s tudents
i n  t h e  m i d d l e  w i t h  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i s
developmentally appropriate to young adolescents.


