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M i d d l e  l e v e l  p h i l o s o p h y  i n s t i l l s  t h e  i d e a
t h a t  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  b e  i n e x t r i c a b l y
l inked  to  the  communi t i e s  in  which  they  res ide
(Jackson &Davis, 2000; Honig, Kahne & McLaughlin,
2001 ) .   S tuden t s  need  to  s e e  l oca l  i n s t i t u t i ons
as supporting their social and academic development
while community agencies should be represented
i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l .   I n  t h i s
m a n n e r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  a n d
c o m m u n i t y  i s  s y m b i o t i c ;  s t u d e n t s  t h r i v e  o f f
t he  p a r tne r sh ip s  w i th  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i on s  wh i l e
l o c a l  a g e n c i e s ,  b o t h  b u s i n e s s  a n d  n o t - f o r -
p r o f i t ,  r e a p  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  h a v i n g  e d u c a t e d
c i t i zens.

M i d d l e  l e v e l  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n e e d  t o
b e  e d u c a t e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  i n s t i l l  t h e  v a l u e s  o f
school-community partnerships in their classrooms,
b u t  a l s o  m u s t  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  m e a n s  i n  w h i c h
t h e y  c a n  d e ve l o p  t h e s e  p a r t n e r s h i p s .   To  d o
th i s ,  the  midd le  l eve l  educa tor  mus t  be  w i l l i ng
to  acqua in t  h im or  her se l f  w i th  the  communi ty
surrounding the school.  He or she must acknowledge
a n d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
i n t o  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .

W h i l e  t h i s  s o u n d s  l i k e  a  l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n
of best practice, the integration between classroom
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  b e c o m e s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  w h e n
o n e  t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c s  o f
the teaching population coupled with the growing
d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n .   A m p l e
r e s e a r c h  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g
c o r p s  i s  l a r g e l y  m a d e  u p  o f  w h i t e  f e m a l e s
from middle-class backgrounds while the student
p o p u l a t i o n  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  i t s  c u l t u r a l  a n d
linguistic diversity  (Sleeter, 2001; Shen, Wegenke
&  C o o l e y,  2 0 0 3 ;   Pa l l a s ,  N a t r i e l l o  &  M c D i l l ,
1989).  If we accept that classroom demographics
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a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y
a re  bu i l t  i n ,  we  o f t en  f ind  a  mi smatch  be tween
t h e  b a c k g r o u n d s  o f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t h e  m a k e -
u p  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  t e a c h .

I t  i s  q u e s t i o n a b l e  h o w  w e l l  t e a c h e r s  w i t h
l i m i t e d  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  c a n  t e a c h
and reach students hai l ing from varying cultural ,
economic,  and l inguist ic backgrounds.   Research
conduc ted  by  Ob ida  and  Manhe im Tee l  ( 2001 )
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t e a ch e r s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e s t  s e r ve
t h e  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o m  t h e y  t e a c h ,  n e e d
t o  a c q u i r e  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  s k i l l s  t o  b e s t  m e e t
t h e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n
in the ir  c lassrooms.   Whi le  in-ser v ice  educat ion
m a y  b e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n
a r i s e s  o f  w h a t  r o l e  c a n  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n
pr o g r a m s  t a ke  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s .   C a n
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  b e  h a r n e s s e d  t o
i n c r e a s e  f u t u r e  t e a c h e r s ’  a b i l i t y  a n d  d e s i r e
t o  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  v a r y i n g  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n s
a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  w i l l
f i n d  a t  t h e i r  e v e n t u a l  s c h o o l s ?

R i p o n  C o l l e g e  i s  a  4 - y e a r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
liberal arts institution located in central Wisconsin.
In its rural location the college serves approximately
1 0 0 0  s t u d e n t s ,  1 1 0  t o  1 3 0  w h o  a r e  e n g a g e d
i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  c o m b i n a t i o n
w i t h  a  s u b j e c t  a r e a  m a j o r  a t  a n y  g i v e n  t i m e .
The soc ia l  foundat ions  core  in  the  Depar tment
o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  i n c l u d e s  a t  l e a s t  o n e
c o u r s e  i n  d i v e r s i t y  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d
f u r t h e r  e l e c t i v e  o p t i o n s  i n c l u d e  c o u r s e w o r k
i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t w o  p r o g r a m s  i n
w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  c a n  v i s i t  a n d  w o r k  i n  s c h o o l s
ab road ,  an  op t ion  to  s tuden t  t e ach  in  Ch i cago
through the Associated Colleges of the Midwest ,
a n d  a  f u t u r e  p r o p o s a l  t o  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o
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complete  their  s tudent  teaching internat ional ly.
A  m i n i m u m  o f  t h i r t y  c l i n i c a l  h o u r s  m u s t  b e
s p e n t  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s
including students designated as EEN, ethnical ly
diverse, bilingual, and economically disadvantaged.
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w i d e r  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e w o r k ,  a n d
t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o l l e g e  i t s e l f ,  s u p p o r t s
g l o b a l  s t u d i e s ,  f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,
se r v ice  l ea r n ing ,  and  race  and  g ender  re l a t ions
s t u d y.

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  a  s u r ve y  o f  r e c e n t
E d u c a t i o n a l  S t u d i e s  g r a d u a t e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d
a  pe rce ived  l ack  o f  in s t ruc t ion  and  exper i ence
i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d ive r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s.   U p o n
D e p a r t m e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m  w e
a d d r e s s e d  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  m e a n s
o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  t e a c h i n g  f u t u r e
t e a c h e r s  t o  w o r k  w i t h  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d
c o m mu n i t i e s .   Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i l e  s t u d e n t s
a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s p e n d  a  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e
w o r k i n g  w i t h  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  c l i n i c a l
has traditionally been completed by self-placement,
and is not super vised by col lege faculty members
a s  o t h e r  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e
e x p e r i e n c e  i s  a p p r ove d  by  a  s u p e r v i s o r  a t
t h e  s c h o o l ,  a g e n c y  o r  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  t h e
s t u d e n t  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  h o u r s.   I n
a d d i t i o n ,  s u p e r v i s e d  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e
often completed in the area immediately surrounding
the col lege  where ,  whi le  d ivers i ty  has  increased
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  m a k e - u p  i s
not  r epresen ta t ive  o f  wha t  our  s tudent s  wou ld
f i n d  i n  a  m o r e  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  f u t u r e
t e ache r s.

A s  a  p a r t i a l  m e a n s  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  i s s u e ,
new  p ro j ec t s  have  been  p l a ced  in  the  r equ i r ed
course addressing diversity in American education.
O n e  o f  t h e s e ,  t h e  C o m m u n i t y  A s s e t  M a p p i n g
P r o j e c t  ( C A M P ) ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i d g e  s o m e
o f  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  g a p  i n  s t u d e n t  a b i l i t y  t o
w o r k  w i t h  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s
while sti l l  acknowledging factors such as location
wh i ch  impac t  the  co l l e ge .   In  add i t i on ,  CAMP
g o e s  b e y o n d  s o l e l y  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  d y n a m i c s
o f  t e ach ing  in  a  fu tu re  c l a s s room by  r equ i r ing
teachers to learn methods of mediating community
e n v i r o n m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  e n c o m p a s s  a  n u m b e r
of cultures our students may not have previously

encoun t e r ed .   Wh i l e  CAMP doe s  no t  manda t e
contact with diverse groups- something diff icult
to  mandate  wi th in  our  rura l  loca t ion ,  i t  ins tead
g ives  s tudents  a  method to  media te  communi ty
c u l t u r e  i n  a  m a n n e r  t o  h a r n e s s  c o m m u n i t y
strengths and apply them to classroom curriculum.
T h e  m e t h o d  i s  p o r t a b l e  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  i t s  u s e
i s  a p p l i c a b l e  i n  a n y  l o c a l e .

Commun i t y  a s s e t  mapp ing  i s  no t  a  new  idea .
D e ve l o p e d  by  Jo h n  P.  K r e t z m a n n  a n d  Jo h n
L .  M c K n i g h t  ( 1 9 9 3 )  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  f o s t e r i n g
g r a s s - r o o t s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e
model initially sought to curtail the disillusionment
t h a t  o f t e n  f o l l o w e d  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  t o  a d d r e s s
l o c a l  p r o b l e m s.   I n  e s s e n c e ,  K r e t z m a n n  a n d
McKnight  found that  af ter  f i rs t  meet ings  where
community  members  ident i f ied  numerous  loca l
t r o u b l e s ,  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r e s i d e n t s  t h e n  b e g a n
t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  m i r e d  i n  p r o b l e m s  t h a t
c o u l d  o n l y  b e  s o l v e d  b y  o u t s i d e  a g e n c i e s
v i a  “ d e f i c i e n c y - o r i e n t e d ”  p o l i c i e s  a n d  s o c i a l
p r o g r a m s.   O n c e  s e e i n g  i t s e l f  a s  a n  e n t i t y
w h o s e  e x i s t e n c e  b e c o m e s  d e p e n d a n t  u p o n
t h e  b e n e v o l e n c e  o f  o t h e r s ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
h a d  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  b r e a k i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  v i e w
o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a s  b o t h  v i c t i m  a n d  c l i e n t .
C o m m u n i t y  a s s e t  m a p p i n g  a p p r o a c h e s  g r a s s -
r o o t s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i f f e r e n t l y
in that, instead of starting with problem identification,
communi ty  members  beg in  by  ident i fy ing  loca l
a s s e t s -  i n c l u d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,
and  phys i ca l  a s se t s.   Once  s t r eng ths  have  been
ident i f i ed ,  contac ted ,  s tud ied ,  and  ca ta logued ,
c i t i z e n s  b e g i n  t o  a d d r e s s  p r o b l e m s  a n d  l i n k
them to  asse t s  in  ex i s tence  tha t  may  be  u t i l i zed
as  a  means  to  so lve  p rob lems.   T he  communi t y
i s  i n i t i a l l y  v i e w e d  a s  s y s t e m s  a l r e a d y  i n  p l a c e
t h a t  m a y  b o l s t e r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  t h a t
t h e r e  a r e  s t r e n g t h s  i n  a n y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  e v e n
those  tha t  may  be  r idd led  w i th  o ther  economic
a n d  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s.

C A M P  g i v e s  s t u d e n t s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
app l y  Kre t zmann  and  McKn igh t ’s  commun i t y
m a p p i n g  i d e a  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  c u r r i c u l u m .
E a c h  s e m e s t e r ,  a  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  i s  s e l e c t e d
t o  s e r ve  a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  i nve s t i g a t i o n .   A t
t h i s  p o i n t  f i v e  s e p a r a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h i n
a  t w e n t y - f i v e  m i l e  r a d i u s  f r o m  t h e  c o l l e g e
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have  been  se l ec ted .   The  s tudent  inves t i ga t ion
i nvo l ve s  t h r e e  p h a s e s .   F i r s t ,  s t u d e n t s  a r e
p l a c e d  i n t o  r a n d o m  g r o u p s  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e ,
e a ch  g roup  t a sked  w i th  l i s t i ng  and  de s c r i b i ng
t h e  w o r k  o f  a  f a m i l y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n
t h e  c o m mu n i t y.   O r g a n i z a t i o n  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e
past have included health and emergency services,
r ec r ea t ion  and  l e i su re ,  bus ines s  and  economy,
the  a r t s ,  cu l t u r a l  and  e thn i c  g roups ,  f r a t e rna l
g ro u p s ,  a n d  c iv i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r s.
E d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  s c h o o l s  a r e
e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i f
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  t o  b e c o m e  t e a c h e r s ,  t h e i r
p r o f e s s i o n a l  w o r k  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  l e a d  t h e m
to find these groups on their own.  The investigation
is purposely l imited to organizations and agencies
n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n
in order  to  have the teacher-educat ion s tudents
wor k  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  c o m f or t  z o n e s.   Fo r  a
s i m i l a r  r e a s o n ,  s t u d e n t s  d o  n o t  g e t  t o  s e l e c t
w h i c h  g r o u p  t h e y  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h .   O f t e n
t i m e s ,  a  t h e a t r e  m a j o r  w i l l  w a n t  t o  w o r k
w i t h  t h e  a r t s  g r o u p  b e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  w h e r e  h i s
o r  h e r  i n d iv i d u a l  i n t e r e s t  l i e s .   H owe ve r ,  i f
i n t e r e s t  l i e s  the r e  i n i t i a l l y,  p l a ced  a s  a  t e ache r
in  a  new communi ty,  the  s tudent  wou ld  usua l l y
s e e k  o u t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e i r
p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  o n  t h e i r  o w n .    T h e  p o i n t
o f  C A M P  i s  t o  t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  h o w  t o  c r e a t e
knowledge of and partnerships with organizations
t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  n o t  s e e k  o u t  o n  t h e i r
o w n .

S tuden t  work  usua l l y  beg ins  w i th  web-based
s e a r c h e s  t o  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  a g e n c i e s  i n  e a c h
o rg an i z a t i ona l  f am i l y,  and  e i t h e r  t h rough  on -
l ine  r e sea rch  o r  pe r sona l  con tac t ,  g roups  then
deter mine the miss ion statements  and act iv i t ies
of  each  spec i f i c  g roup.   For  ins t ance ,  s tudents
i n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  g r o u p
u s u a l l y  s t a r t  w i t h  a g e n c i e s  t h e y  a r e  f a m i l i a r
wi th  such as  f i re/pol ice  ser v ices  and hosp i ta l s.
T h e y  t h e n  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t s ,
ac t iv i t ies  and assets  assoc ia ted wi th  th is  g roup.
T hr o u g h  s t u d y  a n d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p,
s tuden t s  con t inue  to  f i nd  o the r  agenc i e s  such
a s  s h e l t e r s  a n d  f o o d  b a n k s  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f a m i l y.   T h e  s t u d e n t  g ro u p  i s
t a sked  w i th  becoming  expe r t s  conce rn ing  the

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h e
c l a s s  i s  s t u d y i n g.   A f t e r  a  t wo - t o - t h r e e  we e k
period the g roup must present their  infor mation
t o  t h e  c l a s s .   T h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  v i a  f o r m a l
p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  b u t  u s i n g  a  ‘ j i g s a w ’  m e t h o d
( A r o n s o n ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  w h e r e  g ro u p s  a r e  r e f o r m e d
to include one member from each organizat ional
f a m i l y  w h e r e  e a c h  e x p e r t  t h e n  p r e s e n t s  t h e i r
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p s  wo r k s
part icular ly  wel l .   After  this  sess ion,  a l l  s tudents
should leave wi th so l id  infor mat ion concerning
e a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
s t u d i e d . .

F r o m  t h i s  p o i n t ,  e a c h  s t u d e n t  s e l e c t s  o n e
a r e a  f o r  f u r t h e r  s t u d y.   U n l i ke  t h e  g r o u p
inves t i g a t ion ,  th i s  fu r the r  s tudy  c an  be  l i nked
t o  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t
o r  i t  c a n  c o m e  f r o m  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  p i q u e d
h i s  o r  h e r  i n t e r e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s.
I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  t a s k e d
w i t h  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h i n g  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
f a m i l y  b y  f i n d i n g  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  w h o  w o r k s
o r  v o l u n t e e r s  i n  a n  a g e n c y  a n d  c o n d u c t i n g
a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h i s  p e r s o n .   T h e  i n t e r v i e w
f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  s k i l l s  o f  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a  s m a l l e r  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e
addressing his or her involvement in the organization.
T h e  i n t e r v i e w  i s  m e a n t  t o  b e  p e r s o n a l  i n
nature and uncover the history of  the indiv idual
a n d  t h e  g o a l s  t h i s  p e r s o n  h a s  f o r  b o t h  t h e
a g e n c y  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t  l a r g e .   S t u d e n t s
mu s t  t u r n  i n  a  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  a s
w e l l  a s  a  b r i e f  s u m m a r y  o f  w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .    T h e r e  i s  a n  i n f o r m a l  c l a s s
ses s ion  where  s tudent s  d i scuss  wha t  they  have
g a i n e d  f r o m  t h e i r  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  h ow  t h i s
f u r t h e r  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n s
o f  c o m mu n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s.

The th i rd  phase  of  the  CAMP a l lows s tudents
to apply al l  of their  knowledge of the community
to classroom practice.   Cast as f irst-year teachers
i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  s t u d i e d ,  t h e y  m u s t  c r e a t e
a  l e s son  tha t  both  meet s  the  content  s t andards
of  the i r  spec i f i c  sub j ec t  a r ea  and  incorpora t e s
the  s t rengths  of  community  assets  in  the  lesson
i n  a  m e a n i n g f u l  way.   Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  a  h e a l t h
t e a c h e r  m i g h t  c h o o s e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e i r
knowledge of  the YMCA’s role in the community
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i n  t h e  l e s s o n .   H o w e v e r ,  s i m p l y  m e n t i o n i n g
t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Y M C A  e x i s t
would not meet the requirements of the assignment.
I n s t e a d ,  a  h e a l t h  t e a c h e r  m i g h t  f i n d  h e r s e l f
creat ing a  lesson in which students study YMCA
program offerings to determine the organization’s
r o l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  i s s u e s
s u ch  a s  ch i l d h o o d  o b e s i t y,  a n d  t h e n  wor k
w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a d v e r t i s e  a c t i v i t i e s
to  l oca l  you th .   A  soc i a l  s t ud i e s  t e a che r  m igh t
i n t r o d u c e  t h e  wor k  o f  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  Wo m e n
Vo t e r s  ( o r  h ave  a  m e m b e r  c o m e  t o  c l a s s )  t o
identify a specif ic local  issue and how polit ic ians
a d d r e s s  t h i s  i s s u e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n a l
l e v e l .   W h i l e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a r e  e n d l e s s ,
the lesson must include a meaningful incorporation
o f  c o m mu n i t y  a s s e t s .   I t  i s  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r
t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  t o  s t u d e n t s
the positive attributes of the immediate community
i n  w h i c h  t h e y  r e s i d e .

T h e  f o c u s  o f  C A M P  i s  o n  c o m m u n i t y -  n o t
spec i f i ca l l y  on  e thn ic i t y.   However,  by  de ta i l ed
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i t y  a s s e t s ,  i n  a n y
loca t ion ,  the  s tudent s  in te rac t  w i th  the  peop le
a n d  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t
i n  w h i c h  a  s c h o o l  i s  s i t u a t e d .   S i n c e ,  i n  m o s t
i n s t a n c e s ,  s c h o o l s  m i r r o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f
t h e i r  s u r r o u n d i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  b y  u s i n g  t h e
C A M P  m e t h o d s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  i n t e r a c t  w i t h
people  from al l  backgrounds in the infor mat ion
g a t h e r i n g  p r o c e s s .

I n  t h e  t i m e  t h e  C A M P  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d
in the diversity course, teacher education students
have  taken a  more  ac t ive  ro le  in  the  communi ty
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  c o l l e g e .   M a n y  h ave  f o r m e d
associations with individuals or have volunteered
t ime  w i th  the  o rgan iza t ions  they  have  s tud ied .
T h i s  i s  q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  w h a t  w a s  s e e n
before .   Whi le  our  s tudents  have  a lways  sought
o u t  v o l u n t e e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  l o c a l  s c h o o l s
and  day  c a r e  c en t e r s ,  t hey  r a r e l y  have  become
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  o u t s i d e  o f
t h e  c o l l e g e  i n  a n y  o t h e r  m a n n e r .   N ow,  m a n y
h a v e  b e c o m e  B i g  B r o t h e r s  o r  S i s t e r s ,  w o r k
with the 4-H program, work act ively in Chamber
o f  C o m m e r c e  p r o g r a m s  o r  v o l u n t e e r  a t  t h e
l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y.   T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  i n
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  t h e  c o l l e g e
a n d  t h e  l o c a l  s ch o o l s .

O u r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  d i v e r s i t y
c o m e s  i n  m a n y  f o r m s.  W h i l e  R i p o n  a n d  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e  a c c e s s  f o r  t h e
C A M P  a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  w h a t  o u r
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  f i n d  i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o
t e a c h  i n  C h i c a g o  o r  M i l w a u k e e ,  t h e y  h a v e
l e a r n e d  t h a t  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a b o u n d  i n
o u r  l o c a l e .   T h e y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  g r o u p s
t h a t  a s s i s t  w i t h  m i g r a n t  w o r k e r  p o p u l a t i o n s ,
a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h a t  h e l p  n e w  i m m i g r a n t s  l e a r n
E n g l i s h ,  a n d  a g e n c i e s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s h e l t e r
a n d  c a r e  t o  w o m e n  a n d  c h i l d r e n  f l e e i n g  f r o m
domestic abuse.  Furthermore, while the students’
i n i t i a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  e n c o m p a s s e d  t h e  b e l i e f
t h a t  t h e s e  s e r v i c e s  we re  some th ing  nece s s a r y
a n d  a v a i l a b l e  i n  m o r e  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,
p r e s e n c e  i n  o u r  l o c a l  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  d i d
n o t  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e m  b e f o r e  t h e  C A M P.

T h e  C A M P  i s  n o t  p e r f e c t .   I t  s t i l l  d o e s  n o t
a l l e v i a t e  a l l  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
our  s tudents  hav ing  l im i ted  f i r s t -hand  contac t
w i t h  t h e  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  t h e y  w o u l d  s e e
in  l a r g e  u rban  c en t e r s .  Howeve r ,  t h e  me thods
o f  c o m m u n i t y  a s s e t  m a p p i n g  a r e  p o r t a b l e
and can be taken into any teaching environment
o u r  s t u d e n t  m ay  e n c o u n t e r .   T h e  C o m mu n i t y
Asse t  Mapp ing  P ro j ec t  ha s  g i ven  our  s tuden t s
a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  a g e n c i e s  t h a t
m a k e  u p  t h e  a r e a  s u r r o u n d i n g  l o c a l  s c h o o l s ,
a n d  h o w  t o  a c c e s s  t h e s e  a s s e t s  t o  p r o v i d e
t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n
a manner that demonstrates to that any community
h a s  s t r e n g t h s  t o  b e  l a u d e d  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l
process.   I t  is  just  these ski l ls  that  a l low teachers
to demonstrate that school-community connections
are  important  to  both the  educat ion of  ch i ldren
a n d  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  w i t h
t h e  w i d e r  c o m mu n i t y.
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