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T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e
w h a t  f a c t o r s  a r e  p r e d i c t o r s  o f  s u c c e s s  o n
t h e  P r a x i s  I I  e x a m s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  N o  C h i l d
Le f t  B eh ind  l eg i s l a t ion .  Demograph ic  da ta  were
c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n
to a  graduate- level ,  in i t ia l  cert i f icat ion program
for career  changers and the data were corre lated
w i t h  1 3 5  P r a x i s  I I  s c o r e s  i n  f o u r  c o n t e n t
a r e a s.  T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
Grade Point  Average (GPA) is  a  better  predictor
o f  s u c c e s s  o n  P r a x i s  I I  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a n
a g e ,  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  m a j o r  o r  y e a r  i n  w h i c h
the  undergradua te  degree  was  awarded .  Career
changers with a GPA ≥ 2.0 should not be discouraged
f r o m  p u r s u i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t
b e  i n t i m i d a t e d  by  s t a n d a r d i z e d  t e s t i n g.

Praxis  II  and Career  Changers  in  Middle
G r a d e s  E d u c a t i o n

O u r  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  i n  Te a ch i n g  ( M AT )
i n  m i d d l e  g r a d e s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a
c a r e e r  c h a n g e r  p r o g r a m .   E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e
s u m m e r  o f  2 0 0 3  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r  s o u t h e r n
state’s creation of  a new middle grades certification
area ,  i t  has  graduated 57 highly  qual i f ied middle
school  teachers  in  two cohor ts.  I t s  th i rd  cohor t
is presently in classes, and it anticipates beginning
i t s  f o u r t h  c o h o r t  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  J a n u a r y  a n d
M a y  o f  2 0 0 6 .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  M A T  i s  t w o - f o l d :  1 )
t o  p r o v i d e  h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d  m i d d l e  s c h o o l

t e a c h e r s  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  i n  a
t i m e l y  m a n n e r  a n d  2 )  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  v i a b l e
v e n u e  f o r  c a r e e r  c h a n g e r s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  f i e l d
o f  e d u c a t i o n .  W i t h  t h i s  s e c o n d  g o a l  i n  m i n d ,
o u r  u n i v e r s i t y  c h o s e  t o  b a s e  t h e  M A T  a t  a
locat ion that  houses  an off -campus consort ium
o f  s e v e n  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p a r t n e r s  l o c a t e d
closer to an urban hub, rather than its picturesque
s m a l l - t ow n  m a i n  c a m p u s.  T h i s  h u b,  l o c a t e d
a l o n g  a  c o r r i d o r  b e t w e e n  m a j o r  s o u t h e r n
c i t i e s ,  i s  a  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r .  T h e  e b b
a n d  f l o w  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h e  r e c e n t  t r e n d
o f  r e e x a m i n i n g  p e r s o n a l  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  p o s t -
9 / 1 1  e c o n o m y  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  l a r g e  m a r k e t
f o r  c a r e e r  c h a n g e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .

To  d a t e ,  t h e  a g e  r a n g e  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r

t h e  M A T  i s  2 3  t o  6 2  y e a r s  w i t h  

5.33=x

 a n d

SD  = 9 .6 .  A smal l  percentage of  undergraduates
a p p l y  d i r e c t l y  o u t  o f  t h e i r  b a ch e l o r ’s  d e g r e e
p r o g r a m s ,  b u t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  a p p l i c a n t s
a r e  t r u e  c a r e e r  ch a n g e r s.  Ta b l e  1  p r ov i d e s
a g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o
a c t u a l l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  M AT.

T h e  M A T  i s  a  3 6 - h o u r  i n t e n s i v e l y  f i e l d -
b a s e d  m a s t e r ’s  p r o g r a m  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  i n i t i a l
cert i f icat ion in one or two content areas (among
math, science, social studies, and English language
a r t s )  i n  g r a d e s  5  -  8  i n  o u r  s t a t e .  T h i s  i n i t i a l
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t l y  t r a n s f e r a b l e  t o  4 8
o f  5 0  s t a t e s ,  a n d  M A T  g r a d u a t e s  p r e s e n t l y
t e a c h  i n  A r i z o n a  a n d  G e o r g i a  a s  w e l l  a s  i n
South Caro l ina .  The program can be  completed
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Cohor t Sample Size Mean Age at  Begin of MAT Age Range

1 n  =  22 32 2 2 - 5 4

2 n  =  42 34 2 2 - 6 0

3 n  =  32 31 2 2 - 5 7

4 n  =  7 34 2 2 - 5 8

Tab le  1

i n  a s  l i t t l e  a s  o n e  y e a r  ( J u n e  –  M a y )  b u t  m o s t
c a n d i d a t e s  s t a r t  i n  J a n u a r y  a n d  t a k e  t h r e e
a c a d e m i c  s e m e s t e r s  a n d  a  s u m m e r  t o  f i n i s h
( J a n u a r y  2 0 0 6  -  M a y  2 0 0 7 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) .  T h i s
s c h e d u l e  a l l o w s  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o
work dur ing the ir  f i rs t  semester  in  the program,
t a k i n g  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  o r  e v e n i n g  c l a s s e s  a n d
“ g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f e e t  w e t . ”  C a n d i d a t e s  a r e  t h u s
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  g r a d u a t e  l e v e l  w o r k  a n d  t h e
i s s u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  c a n  s t i l l  t u r n
b a c k ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  n o t i c e  a t  t h e i r
j o b s.  To  d a t e ,  n o  c a n d i d a t e s  h ave  l e f t  t h e
p r o g r a m  d u e  t o  a  c h a n g e  o f  h e a r t .  O f  t h e
f e w  w h o  h a v e  h a d  t o  d r o p  o u t ,  f i n a n c i a l
conce r n s  ha s  been  the  common  denomina to r.

Admission to the MAT is  based on transcript
e va l u a t i o n ,  a n  i n t e r v i e w,  a n d  s t a n d a r d i z e d
test scores.  All  candidates must have a bachelor’s
d e g r e e  i n  a  c o n t e n t  o r  r e l a t e d  a r e a  ( E n g l i s h ,
C o m p a r a t i v e  L i t e r a t u r e ,  o r  J o u r n a l i s m  f o r
language  ar t s ,  for  example ) .  They  must  express
a  genuine des i re  to  teach,  and they  must  d isp lay
mas te ry  o f  con ten t  th rough  pas s ing  the  Prax i s
I I  c o n t e n t  e x a m  i n  t h e i r  a r e a ( s )  o f  f u t u r e
c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  O f  t h e s e  t h r e e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,
the  l a s t  c au se s  the  g r e a t e s t  anx i e t y,  e spec i a l l y
a m o n g  c a r e e r  c h a n g e r s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  o u t
o f  s c h o o l  f o r  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t o  b e  a
long  t ime .  These  c and ida t e s  f e e l  a c ademica l l y
rusty  and are  of ten int imidated by s tandard ized
te s t ing.

T h e  P r a x i s  I I  E x a m

T h e  P r a x i s  I I  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  c o n t e n t -
s p e c i f i c  t e s t s  c r e a t e d  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y
the  Educa t iona l  Tes t ing  Se r v i ce s  Cor pora t ion
( E T S )  o f  P r i n c e t o n ,  N e w  Je r s e y.  T h e y  a r e
t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  l i c e n s i n g  e x a m s  f o r
t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n .  J u s t  a s  l a w y e r s  m u s t
p a s s  t h e  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e  a n d
doctors must pass tests from various accredit ing
bodies  such as  the  Board  of  Surgeons ,  t eachers
m u s t  t a k e  t h e  P r a x i s  I I  e x a m  i n  t h e i r  c o n t e n t
a r e a ( s ) .

T h e s e  e x a m s  m u s t  b e  p a s s e d  w i t h  a  s c o r e
t h a t  c o n f e r s  “ h i g h l y  q u a l i f i e d ”  s t a t u s  i n  t h e
sta te  in  which they  wish to  teach .  Be ing “highly
q u a l i f i e d ”  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r
new cer t i f ica t ion and a  way to  assure  cont inued
emp loymen t  i n  t he  t e a ch ing  p ro f e s s i on .  Each
sta te  sets  i t s  own pass ing scores.  I t  i s  impor tant
t o  n o t e  t h a t  n o t  a l l  s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t e s t i n g  i n
a l l  a r e a s  a n d  t h a t  p a s s i n g  s c o r e s  v a r y  w i d e l y
f r o m  s t a t e  t o  s t a t e .

Fo r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y,  h owe ve r ,
i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o u r  s t a t e  h a s
requ i red  the  fo l lowing  tes t s  w i th  the  fo l lowing
c u t  o r  p a s s i n g  s c o r e s  f o r  i n i t i a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n
i n  m i d d l e  g r a d e s  e d u c a t i o n  s i n c e  i t  c r e a t e d
t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a r e a  i n  2 0 0 2 .  ( S e e  Tab l e  2 . )
( E d u c a t i o n a l  Te s t i n g  S e r v i c e ,  2 0 0 5 )
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Name of  Test Test  Number Minimum Passing Score

Middle  Grades Science Content  Exam 0439 145
Middle Grades Math Content  Exam 0069 149
Middle Grades Social  Studies  Content  Exam 0089 150
Middle Grades Language Arts  Content  Exam 0049 155

Ta b l e 2

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t e n t
a n d  t e s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e a c h  o f  t h e  P r a x i s
II exams can be obtained at <http://www.ets.org/
M e d i a / Te s t s / P R A X I S > .

P r o g r a m / S t u d y  F i n d i n g s

S i n c e  i t  b e g a n  t a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n  e a r l y
2 0 0 2 ,  o u r  M A T  p r o g r a m  h a s  a d m i t t e d  9 9
c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  a r e  ( o r  w e r e )  m e m b e r s  o f
e i t h e r  C o h o r t  1 ,  2 ,  o r  3 .  A s  o f  S e p t e m b e r
3 0 ,  2 0 0 5 ,  2 2  c a n d i d a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  a d m i t t e d
in to  Cohor t  4 .  Th i s  g roup  o f  22  w i l l  b e  j o ined
b y  u p  t o  e i g h t e e n  c o h o r t  m a t e s ,  f o r  a  f u l l
compliment of 40. At the time that the calculations

we re  made  fo r  t h i s  s t udy,  135  P r ax i s  I I  s co r e s
had been submit ted to the program coordinator
f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  a d m i s s i o n  d e c i s i o n s.

T h e  f o l l ow i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  wa s  t r a cke d
for  a l l  MAT candidates :  age ,  sex ,  undergraduate
g r a d e  p o i n t  ave r a g e  ( G PA )  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
m a j o r ,  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  m i n o r  ( i f  a n y ) ,  a n d
unde rg r adua t e  i n s t i t u t i on .  Ove r a l l  t h e  P r ax i s
s c o r e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a d m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  M A T
rang e  f rom 130  to  200 .  Summar y  i n fo r ma t i on
f o r  e a c h  c o n t e n t  a r e a  t e s t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  b e l o w
i n  Tab l e  3 .  S t a t i s t i c s  we r e  c a l c u l a t e d  u s i n g
the  Cas io  CFX 9850Ga Plus  g raphic  ca lcu la tor.

Test Range Sample Size Mean Standard Deviat ion

Science 131  –  181 18  158 13

Mathematics 147  –  200 37  170  12

Social  Studies 130  –  196 31  167 16

Language Arts 143  –  200 36 177 15

Ta b l e 3



C u r r e n t  I s s u e s  i n  M i d d l e  L e v e l  E d u c a t i o n  ( 2 0 0 6 )  1 2 ( 1 ) ,  2 6 - 3 0 2 9

Ta b l e 4
Con t e n t  A r e a  P r ax i s  Te s t  S umma r y

C o n t e n t  A r e a To t a l  S a m p l e C o r r e l a t i o n C o e f f i c i e n t  o f M e a n  P r a x i s        M e a n  P r a x i s

S i z e C o e f f i c i e n t D e t e r m i n a t i o n S c o r e G PA < 3 . 0        S c o r e G PA > 3 . 0

S c i e n c e   1 8 0 .50 0 .26 156  ( n  =  6 ) 1 6 4  ( n  =  1 2 )

M a t h   3 7 0 .60 0 .36 1 6 2  ( n  =  1 8 ) 1 7 7  ( n  = 1 9 )

Soc ia l
  S t u d i e s   31 0 .36 0 .13 162  (n  =  2 0  ) 1 7 3  ( n  =  1 7 )

L a n g u a g e
  A r t s   36 0 .22 0 .05 173  (  n  =  1 4 ) 1 7 7  (  n  =  2 2 )

A  s c a t t e r p l o t  o f  t h e  G PA  a n d  P r a x i s  I I
s c o r e s  w a s  c r e a t e d  u s i n g  E x c e l .  B e c a u s e  t h e
re la t ionship appeared to be l inear ,  the Pearson-
P r o d u c t  M o m e n t  C o r r e l a t i o n  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d
i n  o r d e r  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e
relationship. Although a rank difference correlation
w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  t h e  S c i e n c e
c o n t e n t  a r e a  d a t a ,  n  < 3 0 ,  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y
ac ros s  s amp le s ,  the  Pea r son-Produc t  Moment
Correlation was chosen to determine the strength
o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  U n d e r g r a d u a t e
G PA  a n d  P r a x i s  I I  s c o r e s.  T h i s  c o r r e l a t i o n
was computed us ing Excel .  The f i rs t  s ignif icant
f inding f rom an examinat ion of  MAT candidate
P r a x i s  s c o r e s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  v e r y  w e a k
c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  a g e  a n d  P r a x i s  s c o r e  ( r
= 0.11). There is, however, a significant correlation
b e t we e n  G PA ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  wh e n  t h e  b a c h e l o r ’s
degr ee was awarded ,  and Praxis score. For candidates
w h o s e  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  i s  p r i o r  t o  1 9 8 0 ,  t h e
c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  G PA  a n d
P r a x i s  I I  s c o r e s  i s  s o m e w h a t  w e a k e r  t h a n
t h a t  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o s e  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  i s
1980 or  l a te r ,  r  =  0 .34 ,  p  = 0 .00008 ,  as  opposed
to r  = 0 .39,  p= 0.02.  The overa l l ,  the corre lat ion
i s  r  = 0 . 3 5 ,  p=  0 . 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 ,  w i t h  a  m e a n  P r a x i s
s c o r e  o f  1 6 3  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  G PA s  l e s s  t h a n
3 . 0  o n  a  4 . 0  s c a l e  a n d  1 7 4  f o r  t h o s e  w i t h
G PA s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  o r  e q u a l  t o  3 . 0 .  Tab l e  4
contains information concerning the cor relat ion
b e t we e n  G PA  a n d  P r a x i s  I I  S c o r e s.

Upon examination of the correlation coefficients,
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m o d e r a t e  a t
b e s t .  H owe ve r ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  G PA  s c o r e s
has  been res t r ic ted .  Ind iv idua l s  wi th  ext remely
l ow  G PA s  ( b e l ow  2 . 0 )  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n
the data set because most colleges and universities
r e q u i r e  a  m i n i mu m  G PA  o f  2 . 0  t o  g r a d u a t e ,
and  the  MAT r equ i r e s  a  comp l e t ed  bache lo r ’s
d e g r e e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  a d m i s s i o n .  T h e  l o w e s t
G PA  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  wa s ,  i n d e e d ,  a
2 . 0 .  Any  t ime  tha t  on l y  a  po r t i on  o f  the  en t i r e
r ange  o f  a  va r i ab l e  i s  cons ide r ed ,  the  s t r eng th
of the correlation coefficient decreases (Kubisyn
&  B o r i c h ,  1 9 9 0 ) .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n
values are particularly significant when considering
t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e  v a l u e s
o f  GPA.  I t  i s  l i ke l y  tha t  the  co r r e l a t i on  wou ld
b e  e ve n  g r e a t e r  i f  l ow e r  G PA s  we r e  i n c l u d e d
i n  t h e  d a t a  s e t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  o n e  c a n  c o n c l u d e
t h a t  G PA  i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r e d i c t o r  o f  t e s t i n g
s u c c e s s  o n  t h e  P r a x i s  I I  e x a m .

To  c o m p a r e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  va r i a n c e
i n  P r a x i s  s c o r e s  d e t e r m i n e d  by  a  s t u d e n t ’s
GPA, a coefficient of  determination was calculated.
T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  G PA  a n d  P r a x i s  s c o r e
for  math i s  approximate ly  three  t imes  as  s t rong
a s  t h a t  f o r  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y
7  t i m e s  a s  s t r o n g  a s  t h a t  f o r  l a n g u a g e  a r t s .
T h e  we a ke s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  G PA  a n d
P r a x i s  s c o r e  o c c u r s  f o r  l a n g u a g e  a r t s .
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S c o r e G PA < 3 . 0

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i m a r y  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t
ag e  d o e s  n o t  a f f e c t  P r a x i s  I I  p e r f o r m a n c e
and that  underg raduate GPA is  a  good predictor
o f  t e s t i n g  s u c c e s s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  t r e n d s  w e r e
a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d .  A s  t h e  p r o g r a m  g row s  a n d
t h e  i n i t i a l  d a t a  s e t  i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e
a r e a s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  f u r t h e r
r e s e a r c h .

O n e  t r e n d  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  m u s t  a d d r e s s  i s
t h e  r e l a t i ve l y  we a k  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t we e n  G PA
and language arts Praxis II score. One explanation
f o r  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  i s  t h e
o n e  c o n t e n t  a r e a  t h a t  c a n  b e  s t r e n g t h e n e d
through l i fe - long learn ing  and da i ly  exper ience
work ing  w i th  l anguage .  Ind iv idua l s  who  en joy
r e a d i n g  o r  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  r e a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l
a t  w o r k  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  e x p o s u r e
t o  t e x t  a n d  m ay  r e a d  m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l l y.  O ve r
t ime ,  the se  ind iv idua l s  m igh t  s t r eng then  the i r
l a n g u a g e  a r t s  s k i l l s  a s  a  s i d e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e i r
c o n t i nu e d  r e a d i n g.  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  m a j o r  o r
G PA  wo u l d  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  b e  a s  mu ch  o f  a
f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  P r a x i s  I I  s c o r e s.

Anecdo t a l  ev idence  to  suppor t  th i s  theo ry
can be  der ived f rom the  fo l lowing infor mat ion:
o n l y  t w o  o f  t h e  t o p  f i v e  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  P r a x i s
I I  s c o r e s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o
h a d  m a j o r e d  i n  E n g l i s h .  T h e  t o p  s c o r e  ( 2 0 0 /
2 0 0 )  w a s  s u b m i t t e d  b y  a  j o u r n a l i s m  m a j o r
w h o  h a d  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a t  a  s m a l l  n e w s p a p e r
w r i t i n g ,  r e a d i n g ,  a n d  e d i t i n g  o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s .
O n e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  m a j o r s  w h o  w a s  i n  t h e
top  f i v e  a l so  had  a  doc to r a t e  i n  j u r i sp rudence
and  was  a  p r a c t i c i ng  a t to r ney.  T h i s  i nd iv idua l
also worked in a text-rich environment. Although
all  f ive of these individuals had an undergraduate
G PA  ove r  3 . 0 ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h ave  t h e  f ive
h i g h e s t  G PA s  f o r  l a n g u a g e  a r t s  t e s t  t a ke r s.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  2 0 0 / 2 0 0  s c o r e  o n  t h e
mathemat i c s  Prax i s  I I  exam was  not  submi t ted
by  a  m a t h  m a j o r.  H owe ve r ,  t h i s  i n d iv i d u a l
had  been  a  p r a c t i c i ng  a c tua r y,  u s i ng  s t a t i s t i c s
a n d  a p p l y i n g  o t h e r  m a t h e m a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s
o n  a  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  w h e n  s h e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e
p r o g r a m .

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y,  t wo  a d d i t i o n a l
q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  f u r t h e r
r e s e a r c h .  O n e  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  i s :  I s  t h e r e  a  c o r r e l a t i o n

b e t w e e n  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  m a j o r  a n d  P r a x i s  I I
scores? A second question is: Is there a correlation
b e t w e e n  p r e v i o u s  c a r e e r  c h o i c e s  a n d  P r a x i s
I I  s c o r e s ?

C o n c l u s i o n s

A g e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a  d e t e r r e n t  f o r  t h o s e
s e e k i n g  a  s e c o n d  c a r e e r  i n  t e a c h i n g  w h e r e
standardized testing is concerned. If an individual
w a s  a  g o o d  s t u d e n t  ( a n  A  o r  B  a v e r a g e ,  a s
e v i d e n c e d  by  a  G PA  o f  3 . 0  o r  b e t t e r  o n  a
4 . 0  s c a l e )  i n  c o l l e g e ,  t h e n  h e  o r  s h e  s h o u l d
b e  s u c c e s s f u l  o n  t h e  P r a x i s  I I  c o n t e n t  e x a m
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h o w  l o n g  i t  h a s  b e e n  s i n c e  a
b a ch e l o r ’s  d e g r e e  h a s  b e e n  awa r d e d .  S u c c e s s
o n  P r a x i s  I I  standardized tests seems to be a
characterist ic that is associated with success in
the college classroom, rather than with age.
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