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In  the  f a l l  o f  1990 ,  a  sma l l  g roup  o f  midd l e
l e v e l  p r o f e s s o r s  m e t  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  m i d d l e
l e ve l  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s .  Re p r e s e n t a t i ve s  f r o m
Valdos ta  S ta te  Co l l eg e ,  Georg i a  S ta te  Co l l eg e ,
Wes t  Georg i a  Co l l eg e ,  Og le thor pe  Un ive r s i t y,
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  G e o r g i a  a n d  S h o r t e r  C o l l e g e
m e t .  O v e r  h a l f  t h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  g r o u p s  w e r e
o n e - m e m b e r  d e p a r t m e n t s .  O u r  p u r p o s e  wa s
t o  t a l k  a b o u t  m i d d l e  l e v e l  i s s u e s  a n d  n e t w o r k
wi th  one another.  We shared sy l l ab i  and inv i ted
congre s s  member s  to  sha r e  the i r  pe r spec t i v e s
o n  e d u c a t i o n .  We  t a l ke d  a b o u t  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s
a n d  f i e l d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  we r e  wo r k i n g.  We
drove in for  the day,  a te  in  the school ’s  cafeter ia
a n d  d r ove  b a ck  h o m e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d ay.
T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h i s  g r a s s - r o o t s  i n i t i a t i v e  i s
w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  “ s e e  a  n e e d ,  a n d  f i l l  i t . ”
W h e n  I  j o i n e d  t h a t  g r o u p  o f  p r o f e s s o r s ,  I
k n e w  I  b e l o n g e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  mu ch  b i g g e r
t h a n  I  w a s  a l o n e .

Jo h n  L o u n s b u r y,  Jo h n  M e y e r s ,  a n d  Jay
H e r t z o g  we r e  t h e  i n i t i a t o r s  o f  t h i s  g ro u p.  I
r e m e m b e r  J a y  H e r t z o g  s a y i n g ,  “ W h a t  s h a l l
we  ca l l  our se lves ?”  ( In  tha t  we  were  a l l  m idd le
leve l  people  we  wanted  to  b e l on g  to  someth ing. )
“ We  c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  P O M L E ,”  a n d  t h e r e  i t
a l l  b e g a n  –  n o t  ve r y  o r i g i n a l ,  b u t  c l e a r .  Fo r
t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  I  m o v e d  t o  S o u t h
Ca ro l i n a ,  we  ro t a t ed  mee t ing  a t  one  ano the r ’s
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e s
w e  a t t e n d e d  s e s s i o n s  a n d  j o i n e d  o n e  a n o t h e r
f o r  d i n n e r s .  E a ch  t i m e  we  m e t ,  we  d e c i d e d
what  we  wanted  to  focus  on  next… leg i s l a t ion ,
sy l l ab i ,  bes t  pract ices ,  assessment… The group
fu l f i l l ed  the  in t e l l e c tua l ,  soc i a l  and  emot iona l

n e e d s  a t  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e v e l  f o r  m e .  I  w a s  a
c o l l e g e  p r o f e s s o r  w i t h  a  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  o n e
–  m e ;  a n d  k n o w i n g  t h a t  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e
s h a r e d  t h e  s a m e  p a s s i o n ,  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  b e s t  m i d d l e
s c h o o l  p e o p l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  m e a n t  I  w a s  n o t
a l o n e .  I  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  h e a r i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g
i d e a s .  I  s t i l l  l ove  s e e i n g  t h e m  a t  N M S A .  S i x
years later the National Association of Professors
o f  M i d d l e  L e ve l  E d u c a t i o n  wa s  f o r m e d .

In  the  sp r ing  o f  1999 ,  the  f i r s t  NAPOMLE
(National Professors of Middle Level Education)
conference was held in Charlotte, North Carolina.
P a u l  G e o r g e  w a s  o u r  k e y n o t e  a n d  w e  s h a r e d
c o n c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n s  a n d  p o s t e r  s e s s i o n s  w i t h
one another. We ate together, socialized together,
a n d  s h a r e d  r e s e a r ch  i d e a s  a n d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s.
T h e  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  p r o f e s s o r s  w a s  m u c h  l i k e
my  i n i t i a l  r e s p o n s e  i n  G e o r g i a .  We  we r e  n o t
a l o n e ,  w e  b e l o n g e d .  O u r  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  s o c i a l
a n d  e m o t i o n a l  n e e d s  w e r e  b e i n g  m e t .  T h e
Nat iona l  Middle  School  Assoc ia t ion supported
th i s  conference  and every  o ther  year  cont inues
t o  s p o n s o r  a  c o n f e r e n c e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  u s ,
m i d d l e  l e ve l  p r o f e s s o r s.

T h i s  w e e k ,  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  1 6  y e a r s  a f t e r
o u r  f i r s t  P O M L E  g r o u p  b e g a n ,  I  h a d  t h e
oppor tun i t y  to  pa r t i c ipa te  in  the  f i r s t  r eg iona l
M i d d l e  L e v e l  P r o f e s s o r s  S y m p o s i u m .  W i t h
t h e  h e l p  o f  N M S A  a n d  t h e  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a
a n d  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  P O M L E  g r o u p s  a n d  S t a t e
D e p a r t m e n t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s  f r o m  f o u r  s t a t e s ,
2 5  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  t w o  s t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s
j o i n e d  t h e i r  f o r c e s  t o  f o c u s  o n  a d v o c a c y .  O u r
p a t r i a r ch ,  Jo h n  L o u n s b u r y,  w h o  b e g a n  h i s
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ca r ee r  i n  m idd l e  l eve l  educa t ion  ove r  45  y ea r s
a g o,  Ke n  M c E w i n ,  N M S A’s  N C AT E  l i a i s o n ,
and  Sue  Swa im,  the  Execu t i ve  Dio f  the  NMSA
all shared their vision, their passion, and provided
u s  w i t h  a  r e n e w e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m i d d l e
l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n .   T h e y  w e r e  o u r  a d v o c a t e s
t h i s  w e e k .

We engaged in conversations about advocating
for parents, publishing, understanding adolescents,
and accred i ta t ion .  Facu l ty  members  conducted
“ r o u n d  t a b l e s ”  o n  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  i d e a s
f o r  r e s e a r c h  a n d  h o w  t h e y  w e r e  a d v o c a t i n g
fo r  m idd l e  s choo l  ch i l d r en  and  the i r  f am i l i e s ,
and  midd l e  s choo l  f a cu l t y  and  admin i s t r a to r s.
K e y n o t e s  s h a r e d  t h e i r  v i s i o n s  o f  a d v o c a c y
f r o m  a  c u r r e n t  v i e w,  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  v i e w,  a n d
w h a t  p o l i c i e s  a r e  i m p a c t i n g  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n
a t  the  S t a t e  l eve l s.  S t a t e  De par tment  members
s h a r e d  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  a t  t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l
t h a t  i m p a c t s  c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r
content and understanding adolescents. Conversations
s p i l l e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  p o r c h  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  o f
the College of Charleston and into the restaurants
i n  a n d  a r o u n d  C h a r l e s t o n .

T h e  we e ke n d  wa s  i n s p i r i n g.  T h e  n e e d  t o
renew our commitment to middle level education,
t o  i n s p i r e  o n e  a n o t h e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i n d
ways to suppor t  the stakeholders of  our nat ion’s
adolescents ,  to begin to jo in forces for  fami l ies ,
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a n d  n e w  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s
was f i l led.  The need to socia l ize with professors
w h o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  m i d d l e  l e v e l  c h i l d r e n  a n d
middle level teachers and principals are treasures
t h a t  w e  m u s t  s u p p o r t  w a s  f i l l e d .  T h e  n e e d
t o  k n o w  t h a t  w h a t  w e  a r e  d o i n g  i s  g o o d  a n d
necessary was filled. And the College of Charleston

a n d  o u r  n a t i o n’s  o l d e s t  p o r t  wa s  n o t  o n l y
b e a u t i f u l ,  b u t  h o s p i t a b l e .

P r o f e s s o r  o f  M i d d l e  L e v e l  E d u c a t i o n  a r e
a  spec i a l  g roup  o f  peop le ,  mak ing  a  d i f f e rence
i n  m a n y  w a y s  o n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s ,  a n d
w e  b e l i e v e  w e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  f o c u s  o n
a d v o c a t i n g  a t  t h e  l o c a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l
l eve l  f o r  ou r  ado l e s c en t s .  We  a r e  app rec i a t ive
o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t s
who par t ic ipated  wi th  us ,  gave  us  the i r  ins ights
a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  w o r k
w i t h  u s  i n  t h i s  e n d e avo r.  We  a r e  a p p r e c i a t i ve
t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  S c h o o l
Assoc ia t ion who shared wi th us  the i r  expert i se ,
the i r  pass ion ,  and the i r  suppor t  of  our  e f for ts.
And we are appreciative to those faculty members,
p r i n c i p a l s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h i s
s y m p o s i u m  t o  s h a r e  a n d  g ive  a n d  g e t  i d e a s .

P r o f e s s o r s  o f  M i d d l e  L e v e l  E d u c a t i o n
w i l l  m e e t  i n  M e m p h i s  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  M i d d l e
S c h o o l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I n  s p r i n g ,  2 0 0 7  t h e y  w i l l
h o l d  a  P r o f e s s o r s  o f  M i d d l e  L e v e l  E d u c a t i o n
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  D e s t i n ,  F l o r i d a .  A n d  i n  t w o
y e a r s ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e
m o u n t a i n s  o f  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  w h e r e  W i l l i a m
A l e x a n d e r  a n d  K e n  M c E w i n  b e g a n  t h e  f i r s t
middle level institutes for principals and teachers.
We  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  u s.
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